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“A very promising debut novel... with all the makings of being a runaway
success.” Book & Magazine Collector

Isabella Zophie and Le Cirgue de Magique

By Ana Fischel

“The moment the locket touched her skin a strange thing happened... it
was as if a tiny electric shock went through her, making her feel quite odd
and not like herself at all. Music was coming from somewhere and voices
had started singing.”

Isabella Zophie had tumbled headlong into Zartarbia - a previously
uncorrupted paradise now threatened by the dark forces of the seven
deadly sins, known as The Syndicate.

Initially she finds herself taken under the wing of a travelling circus headed
by the roguish ringmaster, Krock O’'Dile. As they journey via flying camels
around Zartarbia, it quickly becomes apparent that Isabella is in grave
danger from the evil Mistress Sectica (a syndicate member) and her
demonic gliders.

Accompanied by Lujzka, and agent for the Federation Against Dark Forces
(The FADF), Isabella gradually uncovers the true significance of the locket
— the key to this strange world’s future.

In a world where nothing is as it seems, who can she trust?

BOOK EXCERPT:

“Who are these people?””, whispered Isabella, not liking the look of them as she
clasped the crocodile’s claw tightly. The woman wore a black veil and long
coat that was covered with small insects, she fixed Isabella with such an intense
gaze, that the girl felt it was burning a hole through her. The locket began to
tingle again and then a strange thing happened, the woman’s face began to
flicker between youth and something so hideous and ugly that words were not
sufficient to describe it.

“This is Sectica, the....the patron | was telling you about...”
squeezing

her hand back. “Mistress Sectica to you™, the woman said icily, ““You should
know by now how much disrespect angers me and | don’t like to be kept
waiting.”

Krock took off his hat and bowed slightly, ““I apologise Mistress Sectica.”

“Just sit down!””, she snapped her fingers and a table floated through the floor,
along with a chair for each person. Isabella’s chair caught her by surprise, so
she almost toppled off it.

“So this is the girl”, Sectica said strumming her fingers against the table.
“How interesting.”

Krock said,

Boow Oy

F.artarp; 9

7

Q

Isabella Zophie and Le Cirque
de Magique is the first of 7
books in the Zartarbia Tales

Isabella Zophie and Le Cirque de Magique -
The Zartarbia Tales / Book One
Written and Illustrated by Ana Fischel
Published in paperback in 2004 by Pen Press
Publishers Ltd; ISBN 1-904754-72-4 £5.99

Also available from
WWw.amazon.co.uk
www.bordersstores.com
www.waterstones.co.uk
and via all good bookstores. Advance copies can
be obtained direct from the publishers : Pen Press
publishers Ltd, The Old School, 39 Chesham
Road, Brighton, East Sussex BN2 1NB

Visit www.zartarbia.com for further information, games, down loads and enter
our competition to win the valuable and original Locket of Fire and Water.
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For further information, please contact Pen Press Publishers on
Tel: 0845 1080530 Email: Joanna@penpress.co.uk or joe@penpress.co.uk
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